












Name ___________________

1. Basic Time Travel Journal Requirements:

You have traveled by time machine to your time period and will experience the entire period from beginning to end. Your journal describes your adventure.

I. Required Descriptive Content

A. Conditions at the beginning of the time period when you arrive

B. Plants from that time period 

C. Animals from that time period

D. The climate, including how it changed if it did over the time period

E. Geologic features that were created or existed during that time.

F. Conditions at the end of the period when you leave

G. What you think was the most memorable/most interesting/coolest part of the time period.

H.  Hand drawn illustrations or copy/paste pictures of

a. plants

b. animals

c. the landscape

d. something that happened in your story
You have OPTIONS! ( It can be a first person narrative coming from you, a character you create or borrow from another story (like…Batman! Liesel! Your best friend! Boxer!), a creature your meet there (Anomalocaris! Velociraptor! Neaderthal!) , or an omniscient observer watching your adventure (Death! Thor! St. Peter!) You can bring a friend. You can die. You can be a hero or villain or an innocent bystander. You can bring your musical instrument or Girl Scout cookies. How will organisms there react to them? How does the Hadean bombardment affect your cookies? How will you deal with events that happen there? Do you need an oxygen mask? Is there another adventurer in your story? Why did you get in the time machine? Was it by choice? Did you pick the period? What is your mission? 

Format: Hard copy. Beyond that, it’s your call. 

It can be a diary type journal in a composition book or other bound book, a scrapbook, pages ripped from a journal found by someone later, a script for a movie with storyboard pictures, a children’s book, a presentation at a scientific conference, an old person telling his greatest secret to his/her grandchild, secret files discovered in a government basement…your choice.

Due Dates: 

Research - Friday, 3/13 end of class 

Description of format and synopsis - Monday 3/16 

Writing Day – Tuesday 3/17

Project Completed and Turned in – Beginning of Class Wednesday 3/18

Reading Day – Thursday, 3/19

Test on Geologic Time – Friday, 3/20

2. Circle the time you will be visiting for your project. 

	Eon
	Era
	Period/Sub Period
	Epoch
	Began

(mya)
	One main Key Event/Characteristic

	Phanerozoic
	Cenozoic
	Quarternary
	Holocene
	.01
	

	
	
	
	Pleistocene
	1.8
	

	
	
	Tertiary/Neogene
	Pliocene
	5.3
	

	
	
	
	Miocene
	23.8
	

	
	
	          /Paleogene
	Oligocene
	33.7
	

	
	
	
	Eocene
	54.8
	

	
	
	
	Paleocene
	65
	

	
	Mesozoic
	Cretaceous
	
	144
	

	
	
	Jurassic
	
	206
	

	
	
	Triassic
	
	248
	

	
	Paleozoic
	Permian
	
	290
	

	
	
	Carboniferous
	
	354
	

	
	
	Devonian
	
	417
	

	
	
	Silurian
	
	443
	

	
	
	Ordovician
	
	490
	

	
	
	Cambrian
	
	540
	

	Precambrian
	Proterozoic
	
	
	2,500
	

	
	Archeozoic
	
	
	3,800
	

	
	Hadean
	
	
	4,550
	


3. Write one key event/characteristic for each period. Use the timeline I gave you or go to http://www.physicalgeography.net/fundamentals/10b.html 
4. Learn about Extinction Events    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlUes_NPa6
Extinction Events are pretty much why we draw a line and name a new time period. Your time travel will generally start and end with some big change, like an extinction event or include one in it. So lets find out about them! 
A.) Just looking at the Phanerozoic (so, not counting the Precambrian Snowball earth) how many MAJOR (none of the minor ones) extinction events have we already had?  _____
B.) The most common reason behind each of them was….
C.) Ordovician-Silurian Event– fact about:

D.) Late Devonian Extinction – fact about:

E.) Permian-Triassic Event “The Great Dying” – fact about:
F.) Triassic-Jurassic Event – fact about:

G.) Cretaceous-Tertiary (K-T) Event – fact about:

H.) Holocene (About Our Use of Fossil Fuels for Everything, Good Luck with That, Next Generation) Event – fact about:
Suggested Research Sites 
Note that different sites have slightly different information. Be critical evaluators of what you read. 

Just because it’s on the Internet doesn’t mean it’s true, updated since the 90’,s or peer reviewed.
DON’T JUST PICK THE FIRST – PICK THE ONE THAT GIVES YOU WHAT YOU WANT. 

 ( Click on each site before you start so you have a sense of which sites work best for you.
http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/help/timeform.php (Click on each time period for info)

http://paleobiology.si.edu/geotime/main/ (Drag the slider bar to find your time period –zoom in, if needed- then click the name of the time for info. Click the pages in the “Contents” box on the left to navigate through the time period information.)

http://www.palaeos.com/Timescale/default.htm (Click on each time period for info.)

http://www.scientificpsychic.com/etc/timeline/timeline.html (Scroll down for the info on each period all on one page. Includes info about our possible future at the end.)

http://www.physicalgeography.net/fundamentals/10b.html (Just the basics, but all on one page.)

5. Fill out the table below on your time period using one of the sites listed above or other useful page of your own finding on the magic Internet.
	1. Plants that existed during this time – give the name and sketch them

	

	2. Animals that existed. (“Animals” can be fish, bird, lizards, single-celled critters – anything that doesn’t photosynthesize.) - give the name and sketch them.

	

	3. What the atmosphere and climate was like then. What gases were in the air? Was it a low or high CO2 time? Did the climate change as you go from the beginning to the end of your time period? Was there a lot of humidity? Storms? Did the climate change kill species or help them thrive or both, depending on the species?

	

	4. What was going on geologically (Was there one supercontinent? Were Asia and India still separate? Where were mountains being built? Was there a lot of volcanism? What oceans existed? Anything about what the surface of the earth was like. 

	

	5. What would you say are the major events that happened? (Meteor impact, major extinction, one group of critters became dominant, climate dramatically changed, continents shredded apart.) You may want to include these are dramatic parts of your story.

	


	6. What would you say are the most memorable/important/coolest/most interesting aspects of your time period?

	


6. Format and Synopsis
A. My story will be set up as a …(diary, movie script, story told to a child…)
B. The final product I will turn in will be…Describe what it will look like with details of cover and pages and such – explain what your project will look like so I can see it in my mind. I’m asking this so you will do it for yourself to help you plan. ;)  
C. What is the short version of your story? Give a brief outline of the plot. 
RUBRIC










Name(s)
____________________
	Project Parts and Possible Points 0=not done, 1=barely done, 2=some information, somewhat accurate 3=halfway on information and accuracy, 4=done mostly well and accurate, 5=all requirements done and done thoroughly. Does not grade creativity yet here, just the content.
	Your Self Assessment
	Teacher’s Assesment

	Research complete and on time (1-5)
	
	

	Format and Synopsis complete and on time(1-5)
	
	

	Required Descriptive Content:
	
	

	Conditions at the beginning of the time period when you arrive (1-5)
	
	

	Plants from that time period (1-5)
	
	

	Animals from that time period (1-5) 
	
	

	The climate, including how it changed if it did over the time period (1-5)
	
	

	Geologic features that were created or existed during that time. (1-5)
	
	

	Conditions at the end of the period when you leave. (1-5)
	
	

	What you think was the most memorable/most interesting/coolest part of the time period. (1-5)
	
	

	 Hand drawn illustrations or copy/paste pictures of
	
	

	Plants (1-5)
	
	

	Animals (1-5)
	
	

	the landscape (1-5)
	
	

	something that happened in your story (1-5)
	
	

	                                                       Content Subtotal
	
	

	                                                       Content Subtotal 
	
	

	Creativity and Presentation
	
	

	Creativity of Story (1-5) Was it engaging to read?
	
	

	Effectiveness of illustrations/pictures (1-5) Did the pictures draw in the reader and help the reader understand the story?
	
	

	Appeal of final product (1-5)  How much would someone want to pick this up and read it? 
	
	

	Miscellaneous
	
	

	Used research and writing days effectively (0-10)
	
	

	On time (0 or 5)
	
	

	Read other stories and left comments (0 or 5)
	
	

	
	
	

	                                                                                  Total
	
	


