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__________________________ 

Physical Properties Lab                  __________________
1. Empty the rocks in the bag SLOWLY (they can break!) into the plastic tray. 

2. Take a few moments to look at all the rocks.

3. Choose one to be your friend during the lab. (He’ll go back in the bag later.)

4. Name your rock. __________________________. 

5. Take some time to really get to know your rock as you listen to the lecture.

6. Now imagine that you...gasp...lose your rock! It falls out of your pocket somewhere into a pile of other rocks. How could you pick your rock out of the crowd? 
Make a list of all the physical characteristics of your rock you can possibly think of in the space below. Minimum of ten!! Make sure some of them are non-visual - what if you lost your rock in the dark?) Write clearly and with detail.
Here’s a list of physical properties to help you: (You may not test the properties in plain italics today.)
odor, sound, color, taste, physical state, texture, density, hardness, viscosity, boiling point, melting point, solubility, volatility, ductility, malleability, heat conductivity, and electrical conductivity







    Answer Questions on the back…
1. What are physical properties?

2. What do you think is responsible for why some things have certain properties and some don’t? (Like, why are some things heat conductive, or blue, or smelly and others aren’t?)

Post Lab Activity Questions – Next Day

1. Was your first task easy or difficult? What made it that way?
2. What’s handy about knowing physical properties?
3. Why are detailed descriptions of science observations important?
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    Answer Questions on the back…
3. What are physical properties?

Descriptions of an object that you can figure out without chemically changing it. 

Basically, it’s describing the thing by itself.
4. What do you think is responsible for why some things have certain properties and some don’t? (Like, why are some things heat conductive, or blue, or smelly and others aren’t?)

Its composition; what elements and compounds a substance is made of

Post Lab Activity Questions – Next Day

4. Was your first task easy or difficult? What made it that way?
5. What’s handy about knowing physical properties?
It helps you identify things.

6. Why are detailed descriptions of science observations important?
Someone else needs to be able to understand exactly what you saw.
