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Names:

Public Health Survey 
Do this before watching the movie

1. If somebody has a contagious disease we do NOT have a cure for, what should happen to these 
people?

2. Should society be allowed to restrict someone’s freedom to protect the rest of the population? If so, 
how far should we be allowed to go?

3. Should people who infect others with a deadly disease be held responsible? Should they be punished? 
If so, how?

4. Are there any infectious diseases “out there” for which we do NOT have a cure? Please make a list of 
the ones you know.
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Typhoid Mary
The Most Dangerous Woman in America

1. What is typhoid fever?

2. How does typhoid fever spread?

3. What is a “healthy carrier”?

4. How does epidemiologist George Soper track down and first contacted Mallon?

5. Why did Mary Mallon get quarantined at Riverside Hospital on North Brother Island against her will?

6. Why did Mary have to go back to North Brother Island?

7. On another piece of paper, please write what you think about what happened to Mary. Was it right? 
Why, or why not?


